
 

 

OCONTO FALLS MUNICIPAL UTILITIES 
WATER & LIGHT   ⚫   SEWAGE DISPOSAL 

MINUTES OF MONDAY, AUGUST 19, 2024 
CALL TO ORDER: 

The regular meeting of the Oconto Falls Municipal Utilities Commission was called to order in Council Chambers of the 

Oconto Falls Municipal Building, 500 North Chestnut Avenue, Oconto Falls, Wisconsin, by President Kardoskee at 6:26 

p.m. 

ROLL CALL:  

Coopman, Schindel, Anastasopoulos, Pytleski, and Kardoskee, present.  

Also Present: Utility Manager Greg Kuhn, Customer Service Representative Beth Rank, City Administrator Peter Wills, 

Michelle Tester (left at 7:28 p.m.), Mayor Clint Braun (arrived at 6:33 p.m., left at 7:10 p.m.), Brad Rice (left at 6:33 

p.m.), and Ralph Papesh (left at 6:33 p.m.). 

MINUTES:  

President Kardoskee asked for any additions or corrections to the minutes of the regular meeting of Monday, July 15, 

2024. President Kardoskee declared the minutes of the regular meeting of Monday, July 15, 2024 of the Oconto Falls 

Water & Light Commission accepted as presented. 

TREASURERS REPORTS: June 2024 

The Treasurer’s Report for the month of June 2024 as prepared by Deputy Treasurer Eve Wallace was placed on file for 

future audit.  

BILLS: It was moved by Anastasopoulos, seconded by Coopman, that an order be drawn authorizing payment of payroll 

vouchers 104212-104227, accounts payable vouchers 027123-027170, and wire transfers 001765-001781. Roll call: 

Anastasopoulos, Coopman, Schindel, Pytleski, and Kardoskee, voting aye. Motion carried.  

PRESENTATIONS AND OPPORTUNITY TO ADDRESS THE COMMISSIONS  

Ralph Papesh addressed the Commission regarding sewer backing up in his basement. Papesh asked if the City was going 

to acknowledge the sewage in his basement. Kuhn stated that he has been in Papesh’s basement multiple times over the 

last year and half. Kuhn has also spoken to Papesh and his wife. Wills stated that an insurance claim in 2017 declined 

fault to the sewage backup. Kuhn asked Papesh what Papesh would like as an outcome and reiterated that the Utility 

responsibility ends at the main. Papesh left the room.  

CORRESPONDENCE/INFORMATION  

A thank you was received from Joyce Vizelka and Oconto County School Supply Drive, Inc.  

MANAGMENT REPORTS: 

Manager's Report – Kuhn’s written report was reviewed.    

OLD BUSINESS 

ELECTRIC 

Updated on Substation/Voltage Conversion – Kuhn is working on getting a transformer order in for next year. On the 

civil side, bids were requested.  

Bucket Truck Chassis Cost Increase Approval – The new bucket truck is at production. Kuhn and the linemen changed 

a few minor things on the truck, such as better bed liners and aluminum to strengthen the box. The increase in the bucket 

truck cost was supposed to be $3,000 due to the minor changes but when Kuhn received the invoice, it was much higher. 

Braun asked Kuhn to send the contract over to Wills to review. Wills and Pytleski also asked for the contract. No action 

was taken, tabled for next meeting.  

Possible Action on Electric Rate Case - WPPI has developed the rate application for the Utility to be filed with the 

Wisconsin Public Service Commission. The PSC has 200 days to review the application. The Utility would be asking for 

a 16.17% increase on electric rates. Kuhn asked WPPI to present to the PSC the smallest rate increase as possible with 

the idea that the Utility would review rates in a year or so after this rate was in effect. It was moved by Pytleski, seconded 

by Schindel, to recommend to Oconto Falls City Council the approval of the application to the WI PSC for an electric 

rate increase. Roll call: Pytleski, Schindel, Coopman, Anastasopoulos, and Kardoskee, voting aye. Motion carried.  

WATER 

506 King St Water Concerns – Kuhn informed the Commission that the connection at the main was dug up and was 

found to be in good condition. The pipe is in good shape and there was no indication that to show anything out of the 



 

 

ordinary. It could be seen that the customer’s service was slimy. The service off the main was put back on with PVC. The 

customer was told to keep the Utility updated if the issue continues.  

NEW BUSINESS  

ELECTRIC 

Brightspeed Pole Attachment Agreement – Kuhn presented the Commission with an updated Pole Attachment 

Agreement that the Utility Attorney at Boardman Clark has been working on. It was moved by Anastasopoulos, seconded 

by Schindel, to approve the Brightspeed Pole Attachment Agreement. Roll Call: Anastasopoulos, Schindel, Coopman, 

Pytleski, and Kardoskee, voting aye. Motion carried.  

WATER 

Cross Connection Policy – The Utility needs to start cross connections. In the past, HydroCorp was contracted to run the 

cross connection program for the Utility. Kuhn stated that the Utility would be entering basements/crawl spaces to change 

out water meters at this time, so it makes sense to have the Utility run the cross connection program. Kuhn suggested that 

commercial property pay for cross connections at their facilities; having 6 months to complete the inspection after the 

commercial property has been notified. Commercial properties need inspections every 2 years, whereas residential 

properties can be inspected when meters are changed out. It was moved by Schindel, seconded by Anastasopoulos, to 

approve to have non-residential properties administer their own cross connections and to ensure there is property training 

for Utility employees to perform cross connections in accordance with DNR standards for residential properties. Roll call: 

Schindel, Anastasopoulos, Coopman, Pytleski, and Kardoskee, voting aye. Motion carried.  

COMMON 

Write Offs – Quality Reg and Louis Hansen Jr – Quality Reg was a bulk water customer in 2023 that has $1,558.14 in 

outstanding bills. Quality Reg is from out of state and was working on the broadband extension in the county. Rank has 

been sending past due notices to both customers. Louis Hansen Jr hit a fire hydrant in 2023 and has $545.00 in an 

outstanding bill. Rank will attempt to collect Hansen’s debt with the State Debt Collection. It was moved by Pytleski, 

seconded by Anastasopoulos to approve the write off of Quality Reg’s invoices in the amount of $1,558.14. Roll Call: 

Pytleski, Anastasopoulos, Coopman, Schindel, and Kardoskee, voting aye. Motion carried.  

CBDG Grant Administration for Columbia St, Labor Standards Monitoring for Columbia St, and Clean Water 

Application Funding for Columbia St. – It was moved by Schindel, seconded by Coopman to approve Task Order #7 

for the Clean Water Application. Roll Call: Schindel, Coopman, Anastasopoulos, Pytleski, and Kardoskee, voting aye. 

Motion carried. It was moved by Anastasopoulos, seconded by Pytleski, to approve Task Order #5 and #6 for the CDBG 

Grant Administration and Labor Standards Monitoring for Columbia Street. Roll Call: Anastasopoulos, Pytleski, 

Schindel, Coopman, and Kardoskee, voting aye. Motion carried.  

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Beth Rank, Customer Service Representative 


