
OCONTO FALLS MUNICIPAL UTILITIES 
WATER & LIGHT      SEWAGE DISPOSAL 
MINUTES OF MONDAY, JANUARY 15, 2024 

CALL TO ORDER: 
The regular meeting of the Oconto Falls Municipal Utilities Commission was called to order in Council Chambers of the 
Oconto Falls Municipal Building, 500 North Chestnut Avenue, Oconto Falls, Wisconsin, by President Kardoskee at 6:00 
p.m. 
ROLL CALL:  
Coopman, Schindel, Pytleski, and Kardoskee, present. Anastasopoulos excused. 
Also Present: Utility Manager Greg Kuhn, Customer Service Representative Beth Rank, City Administrator Peter Wills, 
Bev Umentum, and Valerie Greetan. 
MINUTES:  
President Kardoskee asked for any additions or corrections to the minutes of the regular meeting of Monday, December 
18, 2023. President Kardoskee declared the minutes of the regular meeting of Monday, December 18, 2023 of the Oconto 
Falls Water & Light Commission accepted as corrected. 
TREASURERS REPORTS: None presented. 
BILLS: It was moved by Schindel, seconded by Coopman, that an order be drawn authorizing payment of payroll 
vouchers 104092-104107, accounts payable vouchers 026822-026872, and wire transfers 001696-001702. Roll call: 
Schindel, Coopman, Pytleski, and Kardoskee, voting aye. Motion carried.  
PRESENTATIONS AND OPPORTUNITY TO ADDRESS THE COMMISSIONS  
Bev Umentum, on behalf of the American Legion Auxiliary, addressed the Commission to ask for funds for Badger State 
Girls. It costs $400/girl to send a student to Badger State Girls. The students learn about government, role play, present, 
and run meetings while at the week long event that is held in June.  
CORRESPONDENCE/INFORMATION 
Kuhn informed the Commission that Bob Peiterson, who was an employee of the Utility for over 40 years passed away. 
Something will be sent to the family. 
MANAGMENT REPORTS: 
Manager's Report – Kuhn handed out a written report. He added that the truck should be delivered in September. The 
poles on Columbia will need to be hydro excavated due to fiber lines. They are noticing that when the Utility flushes on 
Paul Street, a water main break is occurring a few days later. Kuhn said the pipe is from the 1950’s. The crew will look 
at how to continue flushing in the area without creating so much pressure. Pytleski asked if tree trimming is being done 
on a schedule. Kuhn stated that the trimming occurs when the crew drives by a site to see what is in our lines that may 
cause issues. Kuhn also explained winter bleeders to the Commission. City Administrator Wills stated that they did door 
knocks with MSA to help collect signatures for the grant he is working on for Columbia Street.         
OLD BUSINESS 
ELECTRIC 
Updated on Substation/Voltage Conversion – Kuhn gave his update in the New Business section with the Substation 
Breaker Bid Award.  
WATER 
Water Meter Replacement Budget Adjustment - During the current replacement of meters, the crew is finding that 
some of our meters cannot be retrofit. They will need new meters to be functional as AMIs. We will need to replace up 
to 2014 water meters in whole. Kuhn did place an order for what the Utility needs for new registers and bases but the 
order is $37,000 over budget. Kuhn said the Utility will be able to find this amount in the budget to cover the expense. 
Anastasopoulos emailed before the meeting and asked why we need to change out water meters already since the old 
meters are not that old. Kuhn informed the Commission that we are losing support on old meters and we are upgrading to 
stay supported. It was moved by Pytleski, seconded by Coopman to approve the order in place for the water bases and 
registers to go above the budgeted amount. Roll call: Pytleski, Coopman, Schindel, and Kardoskee, voting aye. Motion 
carried.  
COMMON 
Bank Accounts – The City is opening a cash account with Peshtigo National Bank. It was moved by Pytleski, seconded 
by Coopman to open a cash account with Peshtigo National Bank with Commission President Kardoskee, Utility Manager 
Kuhn, City Administrator Wills, Deputy Treasurer Eve Wallace, and Utility Administrative Assistant Beth Rank as the 
signers on the account. Roll call: Pytleski, Coopman, Schindel, and Kardoskee, voting aye. Motion carried.  



NEW BUSINESS  
ELECTRIC 
2024 WPPI Funds – Kuhn recommended donating $200.00 to Oconto Falls Sunset Concerts on the Beach, $500 to 
Oconto Falls Memorial Day Fireworks, and $800 for sponsorship of 2 girls for Badger State Girls. It was moved by 
Schindel, seconded by Pytleski, to approve the donation of $200.00 to Oconto Falls Sunset Concerts on the Beach, $500 
to Oconto Falls Memorial Day Fireworks, and $800 for sponsorship of 2 girls for Badger State Girls. Roll Call: Schindel, 
Pytleski, Coopman, and Kardoskee, voting aye. Motion carried.  
Substation Breaker Bid Award – Two bids were received by Forster. The low side bid was fine and can be accepted 
but the high side bid came back extremely high. Kuhn has a conference call with Forster tomorrow to discuss alternatives. 
The Commission has 60 days to approve/deny the bid. This will be discussed at the next meeting. Coopman asked what 
could derail the substation project. Kuhn stated the rest of the bids are on steel, copper, concrete, and components. These 
items should not be an issue.  
WATER 
eDMR – The WI DNR reached out to the Utility to inform them that they are not in compliance with filing flushing 
reports since 2021. Kuhn dug into this and the Utility was never informed of the missing reports. The report is to show 
the chlorine and polyphosphate in the water that is being flushed. While Kuhn was researching, he did find that if the 
Utility uses a diffuser on water that is being flushed, the chlorine does not need to be tested. Kuhn is working towards 
accessing the report on the DNR Switch Page and will file the permit once he has access to it.  
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,  
Beth Rank, Customer Service Representative 


